
 

TxANA PAC Fact Sheet 
• The TxANA PAC is the only PAC working to elect members to the Texas Legislature 

who understand and value cost-effective access to safe, quality care provided by 
CRNAs.  

• The TxANA PAC is a non-profit, non-partisan, unincorporated committee that solicits 
contributions and dispense contributed funds consistent with the PAC’s Purpose and 
Powers as stated herein.  

• The TxANA PAC participates in Texas state and local elections only. 
• The TxANA PAC is NOT affiliated with the AANA PAC. 
• TxANA may NOT solicit non-members on behalf of the PAC. If solicitations are being 

made, members must be serving in a PAC role capacity (i.e. as a PAC contributor/PAC 
Board member).  

• The TxANA Board and members must NOT solicit to avoid violating Ethics guidelines. 
• The TxANA PAC may solicit anyone, but this must be done directly from the PAC. 
• Anyone, member or not, may contribute to the PAC. 
• Contributions made to the PAC are 100% used for campaign contributions. 
• Legislative offices may NOT accept contributions. Contributions to a 

candidate/officeholder can only be made to their campaign. Discussions regarding 
campaigns and PAC-related items are prohibited in legislative offices.   

• PAC contributions are made to candidate campaigns and not to offices directly.  
• Contributions made to campaigns are determined by the TxANA PAC Committee.  
• PAC administrative costs are supported by TxANA. 
• PAC contributions are NOT tax deductible. 
• All PAC contributions are reported to the Texas Ethics Commission (TEC) and are 

public (including the contributors name, address, and occupation). 
• Activity of the TxANA PAC can be found online on the TEC website. Reports are filed 

monthly. 
• Recurring monthly contributions are available.  
• The PAC cannot accept contributions for raffle, but may accept items for auction. 
• To assist during Session, please contact the TxANA office.  



 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 
As a general rule, corporations may not make or receive political contributions in Texas. An incorporated entity may, 
however, expend corporate funds to establish and administer a general-purpose political committee, or “PAC”. A 
corporation may also spend funds to solicit political contributions to its general-purpose committee assisted from 
the stockholders, employees, or families of stockholders or employees of one of more contributions. This guide is 
meant to answer some of the most common questions regarding association-administered PACs.  

1) May TxANA purchase or notate articles as prizes or incentives for fundraising? 

Yes, however, the FEC “one-third” rule requires that the corporate contribution not exceed one-third of the value 
raised. In other words, if TxANA purchases t-shirts for $10 per shirt to sell to members for $30, the one-third rule is 
satisfied. If, instead, the shirts sold for $26 apiece, the PAC would need to reimburse TxANA $2 per shirt. The one-
third rule would also apply to TxANA sponsored competitions to incentivize contributions.  

2) From whom may TxANA solicit contributions?  

TxANA’s “solicitable” class is made up of members and their immediate families. Remember the PAC may solicit and 
receive contributions from anyone, the solicitable class is a consideration when TxANA is spending money or 
resources to communicate.   

3) What are the rules on inviting legislators to events? 

Whether TxANA may invite an elected office to address the organization’s members depends on the intent with 
which the invitation is extended. It is illegal both for a corporation to make a political contribution to a candidate or 
officeholder and for a candidate or officeholder to knowingly accept a contribution he or she knows to be prohibited. 
Anytime an officeholder benefits from money spent by a corporation, a fact question arises as to whether the 
corporation has made a political contribution to the officeholder.  In some circumstances an officeholder receives a 
thing of value if the officeholder is given the opportunity to attend an event. Whether the opportunity constitutes a 
political contribution depends on the intent with which the opportunity is provided.  

If TxANA is inviting an elected official to an event so that the officeholder can education TxANA members on issues 
of interest to them and does not plan on making a political contribution to the official at the event, then the 
invitation is less likely to constitute a political contribution. Also important to the analysis is ensuring the invited 
officeholder does not essentially create or control the speaking engagement as a forum to communicate with his or 
her constituent or potential voters. In other words, ask the officeholder to stick to issues and talking points pre-
selected by TxANA.   

Also related, in a 1996 opinion, the Texas Ethics Commission concluded that a nonprofit organization would not be 
making a political contribution by providing an officeholder an opportunity to appear at the organization’s fundraiser 
if the intent of the organization was not to make a political contribution but rather that the officeholder’s presence 
was desirable at the fundraiser as a “draw” for others to attend the fundraiser. 

4) May the PAC acception contributions via text message or another fundraising app? 

Yes, provided the information required to be reported could be obtained: Full name and address of the contributor, 
contributor’s job title or principal occupation, date, and contribution amount.  

 

 



 

5) What types of expenditures constitute permissible administrative expenses? 

TxANA may make administrative expenditures for the maintenance and operation of the PAC, including: (1) office 
space maintenance and repairs; 
(2) telephone and Internet services; 
(3) office equipment; 
(4) utilities; 
(5) general office and meeting supplies; 
(6) salaries for routine clerical, data entry, and administrative assistance necessary for the proper administrative 
operation of the committee; 
(7) legal and accounting fees for the committee’s compliance with this title; 
(8) routine administrative expenses incurred in establishing and administering a general-purpose political committee; 
(9) management and supervision of the committee, including expenses incurred in holding meetings of the 
committee’s governing body to interview candidates and make endorsements relating to the committee’s support; 
(10) the recording of committee decisions; 
(11) expenses incurred in hosting candidate forums in which all candidates for a particular office in an election are 
invited to participate on the same terms; or 
(12) expenses incurred in preparing and delivering committee contributions. 
 

6) Are TxANA-funded communications with members and members’ families reportable as political 
contributions under Chapter 254, Election Code? 

No.  

7) May TxANA sponsor GOTV events with its members? 

Yes, provided such events are nonpartisan and do not promote or oppose individual candidates.  

8) Where does the law governing corporations and their related PACs exist? 

Most of the relevant law is found in statute, in Subchapter D of Title 15, Texas Election Code. The statute is copied 
below for easy reference.  

SUBCHAPTER D. CORPORATIONS AND LABOR ORGANIZATIONS 

Sec. 253.091. Corporations Covered 

This subchapter applies only to corporations that are organized under the Texas Business Corporation Act, 
the Texas For-Profit Corporation Law, the Texas Non-Profit Corporation Act, the Texas Nonprofit 
Corporation Law, federal law, or law of another state or nation. 

Sec. 253.092. Treatment of Incorporated Political Committee 

If a political committee the only principal purpose of which is accepting political contributions and making 
political expenditures incorporates for liability purposes only, the committee is not considered to be a 
corporation for purposes of this subchapter. 

Sec. 253.093. Certain Associations Covered 



(a) For purposes of this subchapter, the following associations, whether incorporated or not, are considered 
to be corporations covered by this subchapter: banks, trust companies, savings and loan associations or 
companies, insurance companies, reciprocal or interinsurance exchanges, railroad companies, cemetery 
companies, government-regulated cooperatives, stock companies, and abstract and title insurance 
companies. 

(b) For purposes of this subchapter, the members of the associations specified by Subsection (a) are 
considered to be stockholders. 

Sec. 253.094. Contributions Prohibited 

(a) A corporation or labor organization may not make a political contribution that is not authorized by this 
subchapter. 

(b) A corporation or labor organization may not make a political contribution in connection with a recall 
election, including the circulation and submission of a petition to call an election. 

(c) A person who violates this section commits an offense. An offense under this section is a felony of the 
third degree. 

Sec. 253.095. Punishment of Agent 

An officer, director, or other agent of a corporation or labor organization who commits an offense under 
this subchapter is punishable for the grade of offense applicable to the corporation or labor organization. 

Sec. 253.096. Contribution on Measure 

A corporation or labor organization may make campaign contributions from its own property in connection 
with an election on a measure only to a political committee for supporting or opposing measures 
exclusively. 

Section 253.097 repealed by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg. R. S., H.B. 2359, Sec. 6, eff. June 17, 2011. 

Sec. 253.098. Communication with Stockholders or Members 

(a) A corporation or labor organization may make one or more direct campaign expenditures from its own 
property for the purpose of communicating directly with its stockholders or members, as applicable, or with 
the families of its stockholders or members. 

(b) An expenditure under this section is not reportable under Chapter 254. 

Sec. 253.099. Nonpartisan Voter Registration and Get-Out-The-Vote Campaigns 

(a) A corporation or labor organization may make one or more expenditures to finance nonpartisan voter 
registration and get-out-the-vote campaigns aimed at its stockholders or members, as applicable, or at the 
families of its stockholders or members. 

(b) An expenditure under this section is not reportable under Chapter 254. 



Sec. 253.100. Expenditures for General-Purpose Committee 

(a) A corporation, acting alone or with one or more other corporations, may make one or more political 
expenditures to finance the establishment or administration of a general-purpose committee. In addition to 
any other expenditure that is considered permissible under this section, a corporation may make an 
expenditure for the maintenance and operation of a general-purpose committee, including an expenditure 
for: 

(1) office space maintenance and repairs; 

(2) telephone and Internet services; 

(3) office equipment; 

(4) utilities; 

(5) general office and meeting supplies; 

(6) salaries for routine clerical, data entry, and administrative assistance necessary for the proper 
administrative operation of the committee; 

(7) legal and accounting fees for the committee’s compliance with this title; 

(8) routine administrative expenses incurred in establishing and administering a general-purpose political 
committee; 

(9) management and supervision of the committee, including expenses incurred in holding meetings of the 
committee’s governing body to interview candidates and make endorsements relating to the committee’s 
support; 

(10) the recording of committee decisions; 

(11) expenses incurred in hosting candidate forums in which all candidates for a particular office in an 
election are invited to participate on the same terms; or 

(12) expenses incurred in preparing and delivering committee contributions. 

(b) A corporation may make political expenditures to finance the solicitation of political contributions to a 
general-purpose committee assisted under Subsection (a) from the stockholders, employees, or families of 
stockholders or employees of one or more corporations. 

(c) A labor organization may engage in activity authorized for a corporation by this section. For purposes of 
this section, the members of a labor organization are considered to be corporate stockholders. 

(d) A corporation or labor organization may not make expenditures under this section for: 

(1) political consulting to support or oppose a candidate; 

(2) telephoning or telephone banks to communicate with the public; 



(3) brochures and direct mail supporting or opposing a candidate; 

(4) partisan voter registration and get-out-the-vote drives; 

(5) political fund-raising other than from its stockholders or members, as applicable, or the families of its 
stockholders or members; 

(6) voter identification efforts, voter lists, or voter databases that include persons other than its 
stockholders or members, as applicable, or the families of its stockholders or members; 

(7) polling designed to support or oppose a candidate other than of its stockholders or members, as 
applicable, or the families of its stockholders or members; or 

(8) recruiting candidates. 

(e) Subsection (d) does not apply to a corporation or labor organization making an expenditure to 
communicate with its stockholders or members, as applicable, or with the families of its stockholders or 
members as provided by Section 253.098. 

Sec. 253.101. Unlawful Contribution or Expenditure by Committee 

(a) A political committee assisted by a corporation or labor organization under Section 253.100 may not 
make a political contribution or political expenditure in whole or part from money that is known by a 
member or officer of the political committee to be dues, fees, or other money required as a condition of 
employment or condition of membership in a labor organization. 

(b) A person who violates this section commits an offense. An offense under this section is a felony of the 
third degree. 

Sec. 253.102. Coercion Prohibited 

(a) A corporation or labor organization or a political committee assisted by a corporation or labor 
organization under Section 253.100 commits an offense if it uses or threatens to use physical force, job 
discrimination, or financial reprisal to obtain money or any other thing of value to be used to influence the 
result of an election or to assist an officeholder. 

(b) A political committee assisted by a corporation or labor organization under Section 253.100 commits an 
offense if it accepts or uses money or any other thing of value that is known by a member or officer of the 
political committee to have been obtained in violation of Subsection (a). 

(c) An offense under this section is a felony of the third degree. 

Sec. 253.103. Corporate Loans 

(a) A corporation may not make a loan to a candidate, officeholder, or political committee for campaign or 
officeholder purposes unless: 

(1) the corporation has been legally and continuously engaged in the business of lending money for at 
least one year before the loan is made; and 

https://www.ethics.state.tx.us/statutes/title15.html#253.100
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(2) the loan is made in the due course of business. 

(b) This section does not apply to a loan covered by Section 253.096. 

(c) A person who violates this section commits an offense. An offense under this section is a felony of the 
third degree. 

Sec. 253.104. Contribution to Political Party 

(a) A corporation or labor organization may make a contribution from its own property to a political party 
to be used as provided by Chapter 257. 

(b) A corporation or labor organization may not knowingly make a contribution authorized by Subsection 
(a) during a period beginning on the 60th day before the date of a general election for state and county 
officers and continuing through the day of the election. 

(c) A corporation or labor organization that knowingly makes a contribution in violation of this section 
commits an offense. An offense under this section is a felony of the third degree. 

May TxANA or the PAC hold a raffle to benefit the PAC? 

No, only certain charitable organizations are permitted to hold raffles in Texas. Auctions are permissible, as are 
games that appear similar to raffles but require some demonstration of skill (to distinguish them from games of pure 
change, e.g. raffles). An example of the latter would be a game where the person’s who name is drawn “wins” a 
chance to make a free-throw (or answer a trivia question, etc.) which then entitles them to the pot.  
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